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Feature Topics

wSIES Held the Leadership (Enlarged) Meeting and Party-Building Work
Conference

On 23 March 2026, the Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES) convened its
Leadership (Enlarged) Meeting and Party-Building Work Conference. Members of
the Party Working Group, together with other members of the leadership, carefully
studied the guiding principles of the Party-building Conference for Academic
Associations organized by the Shanghai Federation of Social Science Associations
(SFSSA). The meeting also deliberated on the Institute’s major work plans for 2026.
Participants included President Ding Chun; Wu Zhongyong, Head of the Party
Working Group and Vice President; Vice Presidents Shang Yuhong, Wu Huiping, Yu
Jianhua and Zhang Yinghong; Secretary-General Yang Haifeng; former President Xu
Mingqi; Deputy Secretaries-General Jian Junbo, Long Jing and Song Lilei; Xue
Sheng, Director of the Academic Research Department; and Zhu Yichen, Director of
the Consulting and Training Department, among others. The proceedings of the

meeting were subsequently reported to and endorsed by the Council.

= SIES Co-hosted the Forum “Invest in Germany, Connect to Europe: In-depth
Regional and Industrial Analysis”

On 25 March 2026, the forum entitled “Invest in Germany, connect to Europe:
In-depth Regional and Industrial Analysis” was held in Shanghai. The event was
jointly hosted by SIES and the German Trade and Invest (GTAI). Government
representatives, scholars and business leaders from China and Germany engaged in
in-depth discussions on investment opportunities in Germany and Europe. The forum
formed part of the First Overseas Investment and Integrated Services Expo. (For

detailed proceedings, please refer to the summary.)

w SIES Co-hosted the Launch of the Report on Europe’s China Policy (2025)
and the Academic Symposium on China-Europe Relations

On 31 March 2026, SIES and the Center for China-Europe Relations at the Institute of
International Studies of Fudan University jointly released the Report on Europe’s
China Policy (2025) and convened an academic symposium on China-Europe
relations. This marked the ninth consecutive year that the two institutions have jointly
published the report. During the event, the report’s authors presented analyses of the
domestic and international contexts shaping the China policies of the European Union
and European countries in 2025, examined the key features and adjustments of these
policies and their underlying drivers, and assessed future policy trends toward China.
The event received coverage from major media outlets, including Wenhui Daily and
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Chinese Social Sciences Today.

w  SIES Co-organized the Symposium “European Transformation and
China-Europe Relations amid Global Order Turbulence”

On 17 April 2026, the symposium entitled “European Transformation and
China-Europe Relations amid Global Order Turbulence” was successfully convened.
The event was jointly organized by SIES and the Institute for International Studies of
the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences (SASS), and hosted by the Division of
European Studies of the Institute. More than twenty experts and scholars from
universities and research institutions across Shanghai participated in the discussions.

(For detailed proceedings, please refer to the summary.)

w SIES Co-organized the Symposium “New Developments in European Defence
Integration” and the SIIS Innovation Report Launch

On 20 April 2026, SIES, the Center for European Studies of the Shanghai Institutes
for International Studies (SIIS), and the German Studies Center of Tongji University
jointly organized the symposium “New Developments in European Defence
Integration” and the launch of an SIIS Innovation Report at SIIS. Participants
included Research Fellow Chen Yang, Professor Fan Jun, Assistant Research Fellow
Feng Yiran, Section Chief Huang Wenting, Deputy Director Long Jing, Professor Wu
Huiping, Research Fellow Xu Mingqi, Associate Research Fellow Xu Ruojie,
Associate Research Fellow Xue Sheng, Associate Research Fellow Yan Shaohua,
Research Fellow Yan Xiaoxiao, Secretary-General Yang Haifeng, Research Fellow
Zhang Yinghong, and Director Zhu Yichen, among others.

w-Professor Desmond Dinan and Ralf Drachenberg Visited SIES

On 21 April 2026, Professor Desmond Dinan of George Mason University and Ralf
Drachenberg, Policy Analyst at the European Parliament, visited SIES and exchanged
views with SIES experts on the topic of “The European Council and European
Integration.” Former President Xu Mingqi introduced the Institute to the guests.
Participants included Professor Dai Bingran, Research Fellow Long Jing, Professor
Men Jing, Professor Song Lilei, Professor Xin Hua, Associate Researcher Yan
Shaohua, Secretary-General Yang Haifeng, Research Fellow Zhang Yinghong,
Associate Professor Zhou Qiujun, and Director Zhu Yichen, among others.

v Professor Schimmelfennig of ETHZurich Visited SIES

On 21 April 2026, Professor Frank Schimmelfennig of ETH Zurich visited the
Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES) and held discussions with
Shanghai-based scholars on issues relating to European integration and European
studies. Participants included experts and scholars from SIES and relevant academic
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institutions. (For detailed proceedings, please refer to the summary.)

v SIES Co-hosted the International Conference “The EU’s 7Ds: Cross-Party
Perspectives and the China Dimension”

From 23 to 24 April 2026, the international conference entitled “The EU’s 7Ds:
Cross-Party Perspectives and the China Dimension” was successfully held at the
Putuo Campus of East China Normal University. The conference was jointly hosted
by SIES and the Center for European Studies of the School of Politics and
International Relations at East China Normal University, and was supported as a 2026
collaborative project of the Shanghai Federation of Social Science Associations as
well as partially funded by the European Union. Scholars from universities and
research institutes in China and Europe gathered to discuss the internal political
restructuring of the European Union amid transformations in the global order and its
implications for China-EU relations. (For detailed proceedings, please refer to the

summary.)

v Professor Jan Jaap de Ruiter of Tilburg University Visited SIES

On 28 April 2026, Professor Emeritus Jan Jaap de Ruiter of Tilburg University visited
SIES and exchanged views with SIES experts on the topic of “Europe and the Islamic
World.” Participants included Dai Yichen, Ji Lei, Long Jing, Men Jing, Xu Mingqi,
Yang Haifeng, Yang Yunzhen, and Zhu Yichen, among others.

w Minister-Counsellor Sabino Fornies Martinez of the EU Delegation to China
Visited SIES

On 13 May 2026, Sabino Fornies Martinez, Minister-Counsellor of the Delegation of
the European Union to China, visited SIES and exchanged views with Shanghai-based
experts on “Economic and Financial Elements in China-EU Relations.” Participants
included Ding Chun, Huang Kaiyue, Jiang Tianjiao, Liao Jia, Men Jing, Wang Yuzhu,
Wu Jiwei, Yang Haifeng, and Zhu Yichen, among others. (For detailed proceedings,

please refer to the summary.)

=~ Hungarian Consul General in Shanghai Adam Roma Visited SIES

On 28 May 2026, Adam Roma, Consul General of Hungary in Shanghai, and David
Petz, Consul for Economic Policy, visited SIES and exchanged views with SIES
experts on China-Hungary relations and related issues. Participants included Ding
Chun, Dai Yichen, Gao Xiaochuan, Jiang Zunze, Shang Yuhong, Yang Haifeng, Zhu
Yufang, and Zhu Yichen, among others.

w= Romanian Scholar Radu Magdin Visited SIES
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On 3 June 2026, Romanian scholar Radu Magdin visited SIES and discussed the topic
“How China Can Revamp and Resume Its Strategic Projects in the CEE Region” with
SIES experts. Participants included Professor Ding Chun, President of SIES; Dai
Yichen, Executive Deputy Director of the Division of European Studies at the
Institute for International Studies of SASS; Professor Liao Jia, Director of the Center
for Central and Eastern European Studies at Shanghai University of International
Business and Economics; Long Jing, Deputy Director of the Center for European
Studies at SIIS; Professor Song Lilei of Tongji University; Yan Shaohua, Deputy
Director of the Center for China-Europe Relations at Fudan University; and Zhu
Yichen, Director of the Consulting Department of SIES, among others. (For detailed
proceedings, please refer to the summary.)

= Professor Thomas Christiansen of LUISS University Visited SIES

On 4 June 2026, Professor Thomas Christiansen of LUISS University visited SIES
and exchanged views with SIES experts on “China-EU Relations under the Impact of
Economic Security.” Participants included Professor Ding Chun, President of SIES;
Research Fellow Xu Mingqi, former President of SIES; Professor Men Jing, Director
of the Center for European Studies at East China Normal University; Professor Wu
Huiping, Deputy Director of the German Studies Center at Tongji University; Yang
Haifeng, Secretary-General of SIES; Long Jing, Deputy Director of the Center for
European Studies at SIIS; Luo Tianyu, Assistant Professor of Tongji University; Dai
Chengjuan, Young Research Fellow at the EU Research Center of Shanghai
International Studies University; Wu Jiwei, Postdoctoral Researcher at the Institute of
Belt and Road and Global Governance of Fudan University; and Zhu Yichen, Director
of the Consulting Department of SIES, among others. (For detailed proceedings,

please refer to the summary.)

w SIES Co-hosted the Seminar “Regional Rule-of-Law Challenges Facing
Chinese Enterprises Going Global: An Interdisciplinary Perspective”

On 12 June 2026, the seminar entitled “Regional Rule-of-Law Challenges Facing
Chinese Enterprises Going Global: An Interdisciplinary Perspective” was held at the
Hongkou Campus of Shanghai International Studies University. The event was jointly
organizedby the Shanghai Society for Area Studies, the Regional and
Country-Specific Rule of Law Research Association of the Shanghai Law Society,
and SIES. Scholars and experts from multiple disciplines participated in discussions
on the legal and regulatory challenges confronting Chinese enterprises in overseas
markets. (For detailed proceedings, please refer to the summary.)
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