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Feature Topics

="SIES Hosted Leadership (Expansion) and Party Building Work Conference

On September 25, 2024, the Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES) convened
its Leadership (Expansion) and Party Building Work Conference. Attendees included
President Ding Chun; Wu Zhongyong, Head of the Party Working Group and Vice
President; Vice Presidents Wu Huiping, Yu lJianhua, and Zhang Yinghong;
Secretary-General Yang Haifeng; Supervisor Yang Fengmin; Honorary Presidents Wu
Yikang, Dai Bingran, and Xu Mingqi; Deputy Secretary-Generals Jian Junbo and Xin
Hua; Director of Academic Research Xue Sheng; and Director of Consultancy and
Training Zhu Yichen. The meeting reviewed the completion of key tasks in the first
half of 2025, discussed arrangements for the second half of the year, and deliberated
on candidates for Director and Deputy Director of the International Exchange
Department. Participants collectively studied the strategic guidance for the steady
development of China-U.S. relations going forward during President Xi Jinping's
telephone conversation with the US President. Vice President Zhang Yinghong and
Deputy Secretary-General Jian Junbo provided situation briefings on “Europe as a
Pole”.

5"SIES Convened the Academic Research Department Meeting

On October 15, 2025, the Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES) convened a
working meeting of its Academic Research Department. Attendees included President
Ding Chun, Secretary-General Yang Haifeng, Academic Research Department
Director Xue Sheng, Consultancy and Training Department Director Zhu Yichen, and
Academic Research Department members Li Guanjie, Jiang Yunfei, Jiang Zunze, Yan
Shaohua, Yan Xiaoxiao, among others. The meeting outlined specific arrangements
for soliciting submissions for the Youth Forum. Participants engaged in a situation
analysis concerning trilateral relations between China, the United States and Europe

from a European perspective.

"SIES Co-hosted the 2025 Annual Conference of the Chinese Association for
European Studies

On October 18 -19, 2025, the 2025 Annual Conference of the Chinese Association for
European Studies was grandly convened at Tongji University. Over a hundred experts,
scholars and young academics across the nation gathered to reflect upon five decades
of mutually beneficial Sino-European relations and to envision a new future that

benefits the world. This conference was jointly organized by the Chinese Association
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for European Studies and Tongji University, with the event hosted by Tongji
University's Institute for German and European Studies and German Studies Center of
Tongji University, alongside the SIES. The event was further supported by Tongji
University's Center for Sino-German Cultural Exchange and the editorial office of

Tongji University's Journal of Deutschland-Studien.

5"SIES Co-Hosted Symposium on “The Shanghai Approach to an Autonomous
Knowledge System for Area Studies”

On November 1, 2025, the academic symposium titled “The Shanghai Approach to
Building an Independent Knowledge System for Area Studies” was successfully held
at the Hongkou Campus of Shanghai International Studies University. The event was
co-organized by the Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES), the Shanghai
Society of Area and Country Studies, the Shanghai Society of International Relations,
and the Shanghai Association for World History, with the Shanghai Academy of
Global Governance & Area Studies at Shanghai International Studies University
serving as the host institution. As an annual collaborative project of the Shanghai
Federation of Social Sciences Association, the symposium invited over ten scholars
from relevant academic societies and universities for in-depth discussions. In
attendance was Ren Xiaowen, Member of the Party Leadership Group, Full-time Vice
Chairperson, and First-Class Inspector of the Shanghai Federation of Social Science
Associations. The proceedings were chaired by Jiang Feng, President of the Shanghai
Society of Area and Country Studies and Chairman of the Board of the Shanghai
Academy for Global Governance & Area Studies. Professor Ding Chun, President of
the Shanghai Institute for European Studies and Vice President of Shanghai Society of
Area and Country Studies, delivered a keynote speech on European studies within the
framework of constructing an autonomous knowledge system. Professor Liu
Hongsong, Council Member of SIES and Professor at Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
addressed the development of an autonomous knowledge system for research into EU
foreign policy. Long Jing, Council Member of SIES and Deputy Director of the
European Studies Center at the Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, spoke on
regional and country studies concerning Central and Eastern European sub-regional

nations.

="SIES Co-Hosted Symposium on “Great Power Rivalry and the
Reconfiguration of Eurasian Order in the New Era”

On November 2, 2025, the symposium “Great Power Rivalry and the Reconstruction
of Eurasian Order in the New Era” was held at the Putuo Campus of East China
Normal University. This event was organized as part of 19th Academic Month (2025)

of the Shanghai Federation of Social Science Associations. It was organized by the
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Shanghai Association for Russian, East European & Central Asian Studies and
co-hosted by the Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES), the Shanghai
Association for International Relations, and Center for Russian Studies at East China
Normal University. Yang Haifeng, Secretary-General of the SIES, chaired the panel
on “Great Power Strategies, International Organizations and International Governance
in Eurasia.” In the panel on “National Choices Amid Eurasian Order Reconfiguration,”
he delivered a keynote address on the EU’s security and defense strategy. Yu Jianhua,
Vice President of SIES and Research Fellow at the Institute of International Studies,
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, presented on the SCO process and
international governance in Eurasia. Professor Liu Jun, President of the Shanghai
Association for Russian, East European & Central Asian Studies and Executive
Director of the Center for Russian Studies at East China Normal University, delivered
the concluding remarks. Scholars and experts from multiple universities and research
institutions engaged in in-depth discussions centered on the current challenges and

development opportunities facing the Eurasian region.

5"SIES Co-Hosted Symposium on “Europe and China-EU Relations amidst
Global Transformation” and the Inaugural Three Seas Forum

On November 7, 2025, the academic symposium on “Europe and China-EU Relations
amidst Global Transformation” and the first Three Seas Forum was successfully held
at Fudan University. This conference was jointly organized by the Shanghai Institute
for European Studies (SIES), the Center for European Studies at Fudan University, the
Institute of International Studies at Shandong University, and the Institute of
European Studies at Sun Yat-sen University (Zhuhai European Studies Center). It was
co-organized by the Shanghai Society of Area and Country Studies, the Shanghai
Association for Russian, East European & Central Asian Studies, and the EU Studies
Branch of the Chinese Association for European Studies. The event was part of the
19th “Academic Month” (2025) of the Shanghai Federation of Social Science
Associations. Opening addresses were delivered by Professor Ding Chun, President of
SIES; Professor Zhang Yunling, Dean of the Institute of International Studies at
Shandong University and Member of the Academic Division of the Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences; Professor Wu Yikang, Honorary President of SIES; and Associate
Professor Gu Mingfei, Deputy Director of the European Studies Institute at Sun
Yat-sen University. Over 40 participants attended, including experts and postgraduate
students from institutions such as the Shanghai Federation of Social Sciences, Fudan
University, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Tongji University, East China Normal
University, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai University of
International Business and Economics, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences,
Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, Shandong University, Sun Yat-sen
University, Shenzhen University, Sichuan University, as well as representatives from
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Shanghai media outlets including China Social Sciences News and The Paper.
(Conference proceedings are detailed in the summary)

5 President of the Chinese Association for European Studies Feng Zhongping
Delivered a Special Report at “FuDe Forum”

On November 8, 2025, the Shanghai Institute for European Studies convened a
council meeting, inviting Professor Feng Zhongping, President of the Chinese
Association for European Studies, to deliver a special report entitled “China-EU
Relations in a Period of Reconstruction” at “FuDe Forum”. (The report is detailed in
the summary)

5"SIES Co-Hosted International Symposium on “The Current State and
Prospects of China-CEEC Cooperation”

On November 28, 2025, the international conference “The Current State and
Prospects of China-CEEC Cooperation” was held at Tongji University. The event was
hosted by the German Studies Center of Tongji University, co-organized by the
Shanghai Institute for European Studies, and supported by the Secretariat of
China-Central and Eastern Europe Cooperation. Academics from universities and
think tanks in Shanghai, Beijing, and Europe engaged in discussions, with a focus on
the evolving characteristics of China-CEEC cooperation as well as the challenges and

opportunities present across multiple sectors.

="SIES Hosted Symposium on European Affairs

On December 15, 2025, the Society convened a symposium on European affairs.
Participants deliberated on the current state of Europe and reviewed submissions for
the Youth Forum essay competition. Attendees included Ding Chun, Wu Zhongyong,
Liu Jun, Long Jing, Shang Yuhong, Wu Huiping, Xu Mingqi, Yang Haifeng, Yu
Jianhua, and Zhu Yichen, who either attended the meeting or submitted written

materials.

="SIES Co-Hosted the “Report on the Future of U.S.-Europe Relations (2025)”
Release and Symposium on Europe-US-Russia-China Relations

On December 19, 2025, the Shanghai Institution for European Studies (SIES), the
Center for European Union Studies at Shanghai International Studies University
(SISU), and the Shanghai Association for Russian, East European & Central Asian
Studies jointly hosted the launch event for the “Report on the Future of U.S.-Europe
Relations (2025)” and a symposium on relations among Europe, the United States,
Russia, and China. The event took place at the Hongkou Campus of SISU. The event
featured multidimensional analysis and discussion on the changes, causes, and related
impacts of Euro-American-Russian-Chinese relations in 2025. The “Report on the
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Future of U.S.-Europe Relations (2025)” marks the fourth policy report jointly
organized by the SIES and the Center for European Union Studies, Shanghai
International Studies University, focusing on the dynamic development of Europe-US
relations. This conference organized under the framework of the 2025 collaborative
project of the Shanghai Federation of Social Sciences, with nearly 40 experts, scholars,
and relevant personnel in attendance. (For conference details, please refer to the

summary.)
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