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Feature Topics

wEU Official in China Visited SIES

On March 21, 2025, Ms. Matilde Cenacchi, Policy Officer in the Trade Section, on
behalf of the EU Delegation to China, visited SIES and had a discussion with
President Ding Chun, Prof. Men Jing, and Associate Prof. Liao Jia on China-EU

economic and trade relations.

wCCTYV Oversea Journalist Visited SIES

On March 24, 2025, CCTV overseas journalist Martin Soros visited SIES to discuss
trends in European far-right movements with members. Participants included Ding
Chun, Hu Chunchun, Men Jing, Wang E’nuo, Wu Huiping, Yang Haifeng, and Zhu
Yichen.

u-SIES Held Department of Academic Research Work Meeting

On April 18, 2025, SIES convened a working meeting of the Department of
Academic Research. Attendees included President Ding Chun, Secretary-General
Yang Haifeng, Director of Department of Academic Research Xue Sheng, Director of
Consulting & Training Department Zhu Yichen, and members Jiang Zunze, Jiang
Yunfei, Li Guanjie, Wang Le, Yan Shaohua, Yan Xiaoxiao, among others. The
meeting reviewed and adopted operational regulations for the new Department of
Academic Research. Discussions focused on EU member states' relations with China

under Trump-era reciprocal tariffs.

w-SIES Held Symposium on “The Future of Security in Europe”

On April 27, 2025, Shanghai Institute of European Studies (SIES) organized a
symposium titled "The Future of European Security." Keynote speakers included
Ambassador Thomas Greminger, Executive Director of the Geneva Centre for
Security Policy, and Daniel Gros, Director of the European Decision-Making Institute
at Bocconi University. SIES President Prof. Chun Ding delivered the welcome
remarks. Attendees also included Jean-Marc Rickli (Head of Global and Emerging
Risks, Geneva Centre for Security Policy), Lind” a Maduz (Head of Asian Affairs,
Geneva Centre for Security Policy), Maxime Stauffer (Co-founder & CEO of Simon
Institute for Longterm Governance), and Dai Yichen, Jian Junbo, Jiang Tianjiao,
Long Jing, Men Jing, Wu Huiping, Xu Mingqi, Xue Sheng, Yang Haifeng, Yang
Zhengzhen, Yao Xu, and Zhu Yichen.

e-[talian Scholar Visited SIES
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On April 30, 2025, Italian scholar Marco Volpe visited SIES and exchanged views
with SIES members on China's polar diplomatic policies. Ji Lei, Li Lifan, Wang Le,
Yan Xiaoxiao and Zhu Yichen, among others, participated in the discussion.

w=SIES Co-organized Symposium on “The Establishment of the New German
Government and the Current International Situation”

On May 7, 2025, SIES and the institute of European Studies of Shanghai International
Studies University jointly organized a symposium on “The Establishment of the New
German Government and the Current International Situation”. The symposium was
organized in a combination of online and offline methods. Prof. Ding Chun, President
of SIES, delivered the opening speech, and Prof. Jiang Feng, Chairman of the
Shanghai Academy of Global Governance & Area Studies and President of the
Shanghai institute for Area Studies, summarized the meeting. Participants also
included Hu Chunchun, Jian Junbo, Li Guanjie, Long Jing, Wu Huiping, Xin Hua,
Xue Sheng, Yang Haifeng, Zheng Chunrong, Zhu Yichen and Zhu Yufang.

wSIES Co-organized the Launch and Symposium of “European Policy Towards
China Report (2024)” and “EU’s Great Powers and Regional Policies Report
(2024)”

On May 12, 2025, SIES and Center for China-Europe Relations of Fudan University
jointly organized the launch and symposium of “European Policy Towards China
Report (2024)” and “EU’s Great Powers and Regional Policies (2024)” . More than
30 experts and scholars from SIES, Fudan University, Shanghai International Studies
University, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai University
of International Business and Economics, China People's Liberation Army National
Defence University, Capital Normal University, Shanghai Institutes for International
Studies, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, etc. participated in the symposium
held in Fudan University. Professor Wu Xinbo, Director of the Institute of
International Studies of Fudan University, and Professor Ding Chun, President of
SIES and Director of the Center for European Studies of Fudan University, delivered
speeches respectively. Associate Professor Jian Junbo, Director of the Center for
China-Europe Relations at Fudan University, Young Associate Researcher Yan
Shaohua and Dr. Yang Haifeng, Secretary General of SIES, hosted the conference. In
the report release session, the authors of the chapters gave a detailed exposition on the
internal and external background, main contents and future development trends of the
EU and European countries’ policies towards China in 2024. In the seminar session,
participants discussed the topics of “How China and Europe can jointly promote
global economic and trade liberalization”, “Responding to global hotspot issues such
as the Russia-Ukraine conflict”, “Promoting further cooperation between China and
Europe and European integration and its challenges in the post-Russia-Ukraine
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conflict”, and so on. “Challenges of European Integration after Russia-Ukraine
Conflict” and other topics were discussed in depth and warmly. For many consecutive
years, SIES and the Center for China-Europe Relations of Fudan University have
co-organized and published the annual “European Policy Towards China Report” (8
issues so far) and “European Union's Great Powers and Regional Policies” (4 issues
so far), which have gained a certain degree of popularity and influence among the
foreign affairs departments, academic institutes, the European diplomatic institutions

in China and some European think-tanks.

w-Belgian Scholar Visited SIES

On May 29th, 2025,Klaus Welle, President of the Academic Council of the Wilfried
Martens Centre for European Studies in Brussels and former Secretary General of the
European Parliament, visited SIES and gave a keynote speech on “European Political
Parties and China-Europe Relations”, accompanied by Zhuang Chengzhan,
representative of the German Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung Shanghai Office. Ding Chun,
Ji Lei, Jian Junbo, Menjing, Long Jing, Wu Huiping, Xu Mingqi, Yang Haifeng, Yang
Yunzhen, Zhang Yinghong, Zhu Yichen participated in the seminar.

wSIES Co-organized an International Academic conference on “European
Political Parties and Their Impact on EU Decision-Making”

From May 30th to 31st, 2025,SIES and the European Research Center of the School
of Politics and International Relations of East China Normal University jointly
organized an international academic conference on “European Political Parties and
Their Impact on EU Decision-Making”. Men Jing, director of the European Research
Center of the School of Politics and International Relations of East China Normal
University and Jean Monnet Chair Professor, presided over the opening ceremony.
Feng Shaolei, a lifetime professor of East China Normal University, Wu Guanjun, the
dean of the School of Politics and International Relations of East China Normal
University, and Ding Chun, the president of SIES, delivered welcoming speeches in
turn. The conference covered seven topics ranging from historical evolution to
contemporary challenges, including “Party Politics in the European Parliament”,
“Populism and European Integration”, “The Ukraine Crisis and European Political
Parties”, and “Towards China Policy and Strategic Autonomy”. More than 40 experts
and scholars from home and abroad participated in this conference.

e President Ding Chun Elected Vice Chairperson of Shanghai Federation of
Social Science Associations

On June 3, 2025, the Shanghai Federation of Social Sciences held its Eighth Congress.
The first plenary session of the Eighth Committee of the Shanghai Federation of
Social Sciences elected the new members of the presidium. Xu Jiong was elected as
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the chairperson of the Shanghai Federation of Social Sciences, and Ding Chun, the
president of the SIES was elected as vice chairperson.

s Belgian Scholar Visited SIES

On June 3rd, 2025, Professor Steven Van Hecke, a European politics professor from
the University of Leuven in Belgium, visited the SIES and delivered a keynote speech
on “European Integration”. Dai Yichen, Jiang Zunze, Men Jing, Song Lilei, Yan
Shaohua, Yan Xiaoxiao and Zhu Yichen attended the meeting and engaged in

exchanges.

= SIES Held a Seminar on “In-depth Study and Implementation of the Spirit of
the Eighth Congress of the Shanghai Federation of Social Associations”

On June 5, 2025, SIES held a seminar on “In-depth Study and Implementation of the
Spirit of the Eighth Congress of the Shanghai Federation of Social Associations”. Prof.
Ding Chun, Vice Chairman of Shanghai Federation of Social Associations and
President of SIES, conveyed the main spirit of the the Eighth Congress of the
Shanghai Federation of Social Associations, and Wu Zhongyong, Head of the Party
Working Group and Vice President of SIES, made a work deployment. Vice President
Shang Yuhong, Vice President Mr. Wu Huiping, Vice President Yu Jianhua, Vice
President Zhang Yinghong, Secretary GeneralYang Haifeng, Supervisor Yang
Fengmin, Vice Secretary General Long Jing, Vice Secretary General Song Lilei took
part in the seminar.

wSIES Co-organized the Conference on “China-Europe Relations and Third
Party Factors in the Changing International Order”

On June 6, 2025, an academic exchange conference on “China-Europe Relations and
Third Party Factors in the Changing International Order” was successfully held at the
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences by SIES, the Institute of International
Relations of the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, and the Center for
China-Europe Relations of the Institute of International Studies Fudan University.
Co-organized by Shanghai Institute for Russian, East European & Central Asian
Studies and Shanghai Institute of International Relations, and hosted by European
Studies Office of International Relations of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences.
Yu Jianhua, Vice President of SIES and Director of Center for European Studies,
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, presided over the opening ceremony, while
Wang Jian, Director of Institute of International Relations, Shanghai Academy of
Social Sciences, Ding Chun, President of SIES, and Sun Degang, Assistant Director
of Institute of International Studies Fudan University, made welcome speeches. Xu
Mingqi, Honorary President of SIES, made a summary of the conference. The
conference included three themes: “Prospects of FEurope under the
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Post-Russia-Ukraine Conflict”, “China-EU Relations under Trump 2.0”, and
“China-EU Relations and the Global South”. More than 20 scholars from Fudan
University, Tongji University, East China Normal University, Shanghai Academy of
Social Sciences, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, SIES and other
organizations attended the conference.

w-Economic and Commercial Consul of the Consulate General of Portugal in
Shanghai visited SIES

On June 13, 2025, Luis M. M. Costa, Economic and Commercial Consul of the
Consulate General of Portugal in Shanghai, and Gong Qinyi, Commercial and
Investment Officer of the Consulate General of Portugal in Shanghai, visited SIES to
communicate with members of SIES on the China-Portugal economic and trade
relations. President Ding Chun met with Consul Luis M. M. Costa and Ms. Gong
Qinyi and expressed his gratitude to the Portuguese side for inviting members of SIES
to the National Day Reception. Long Jing, Menjing, Xin Hua, Yang Haifeng, Yang
Zhengzhen, Zhu Yichen attended the meeting.

e SIES Co-organized the Symposium of “China-EU relations and EU strategic
autonomy: present and future”

On June 18, 2025, SIES and the Center for European Studies of the School of Politics
and International Relations of Tongji University jointly organized a symposium on
China-EU relations and EU strategic autonomy: present and future”. The seminar was
divided into two themes, namely “China-EU relations: Present and Future” and
“European Strategic Autonomy”. Professor Song Lilei, Director of the Center for
European Studies, School of Politics and International Relations, Tongji University,
delivered a welcome speech. In the first session, Prof. Ding Chun, President of SIES
and Director of the Center for European Studies of Fudan University, presided over
the meeting, while Prof. Martin Holland, Director of the Center for European Studies
of the University of Canterbury, New Zealand, Prof. Menjing, Director of the Center
for European Studies of the East China Normal University, Prof. Xin Hua, Director of
the Center for European Union Studies of Shanghai International Studies University,
Prof. Jian Junbo, Director of the Center for China-Europe Relations of Fudan
University, and Associate Professor Lai Xueyi of the Center for European Studies at
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies delivered keynote speeches respectively. In
the second session, Prof. Shi Zhiyu, Distinguished Professor of the School of Politics
and International Relations of Tongji University, presided over the meeting, while
Prof. Zhang Yinghong, Director of the Center for European Studies of Shanghai
Institutes for International Studies, Associate Prof. Hu Chunchun, Executive Director
of the Institute of European Studies of Shanghai International Studies University,
Associate Prof. Guan Kongwen, Executive Director of the Center for Benelux Studies
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of Beijing Aeronautical University, Associate Prof. Robert Pauls, Assistant Professor
of the Department of International Studies of the University of West Liverpool,
Nathan Sperber, Pre-appointed Associate Professor, School of Politics and
International Relations of Tongji University; and Ruan Gongsong, Assistant Associate
Professor, School of Politics and International Relations, Tongji University, delivered

keynote speeches respectively.
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